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tion of the above program. An answer was requested within forty-eight hours; the Austrian minister to Belgrade, Baron Giesl, made it clear that unless the reply was satisfactory he and the members of his staff would leave at once.
The contents and tenor of the Austrian note, a chilly blast in the balmy warmth of a summer evening, aroused European statesmen to the seriousness of the situation. Sir Edward Grey called the ultimatum "the most formidable document he had ever seen addressed by one state to another, that is independent/' "(Jest la guerre europeenne" was Sazonov's spontaneous reaction recorded by his collaborator and friend Baron Maurice Schilling. Sazonov, nevertheless, advised Belgrade to exercise "extreme moderation77 in its reply to Austria, and suggested that in view of the helplessness of the Serbs "it would be better for them to offer no resistance but to address an appeal to the great Powers" (July 24, N.S.). He also sought, quite unsuccessfully, to obtain an extension of the time limit set in the Austrian ultimatum. The Serbian reply, delivered to Giesl by the prime minister N. Pashitch a few minutes before the expiration of the time limit, accepted all Austrian demands except the participation of Austro-Hungarian officials in the judicial inquiry, and offered, if Austria wTas not satisfied, to submit the dispute to the International Court at The Hague or to the great Powers. Abiding by the letter of his instructions, Giesl declared the reply unsatisfactory, announced the rupture of diplomatic relations, and half an hour later, accompanied by the staff of the legation, left Belgrade.
The dreaded specter of war evoked by the Austrian action spurred statesmen and diplomats to renewed activity. In the few days between the Austrian ultimatum and the outbreak of hostilities, a number of proposals were made for the peaceful solution of the crisis. Plans for settlement—reasonable, ingenious, overlapping, or contradictory, but all equally futile—came from London, St Petersburg, Paris, Rome, and, finally, Berlin. The German government, which had at first stanchly and unconditionally supported its Austrian ally, shifted its attitude somewhat after the receipt of the Serbian reply. The latter convinced Emperor William, who had unexpectedly returned to Potsdam on July 27, NJS, that "on the whole the wishes of the Danubian Monarchy have been acceded to*" and that "no more cause for war exists." Bethmann Hollweg's obstinate belief in the localization of the Austro-Serbian conflict was shaken by the in-

